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1. A conference of Czechoslovak commercial attachds to non-Bloc countries

was

held in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Prague, from 1 to L

February 1955. Unusual importance was attached to the conference,

| The purpose of the conference was

to discuss means of increasing trade with non-Communist countries to
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percent of the 1954 figures,

following were present throughout the conference:

Dr. Jaromir Dolansky 1st Vice Premier

Vaclav David Minister of Foreign Affairs
Richard Dvorak Minister of Foreign Trade -
Mme ., Ludmila Jankovcovg Vice Premier

Representatives of the Central Committee of the Communist Party.

3, It was laid down that the greatest export effort should be directed
towards South America, where in many cases an increase of up to

300

percent of the 1954 export figures was plammed, In particular,

effort should be concentrated on the expori orvuamtglaulmrmm
equipment, of which the planned increasewas 130 percent. ‘ i

ho The
de

De

Ce

following reasons were given for the necessity to increase foreign trade:
To provide an outlet for surplus productdons

]
To use 'socialist' foreign trade much more than hitherto as an
instrument for political penetration.

To devote especially increased attention to poorly developed ueaD
ag tha Middle East and South America, and to do everything
possible to make these states less dependent, economically and
politically, on the Westdrn Powers,
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The following measures were agreed oni
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Foreign=trade sections of Czechoslovak legations in the countries
concerned would be considerably expanded, for which purpose 526
persons would be drafted for foreign=trade work in the near future.

Heads of missions abroad would be instructed to facilitate the work
of their commercial attachds to a greater extent than hitherto.

The commercial attachds themselves should neglect no opportunity of
establishing personal contacts with influential and financially
powsrful personalities in their areas. They should adapt themselves
to 'capitalist methods of trading', for example by giving secret
discounts, in a mors flexible mamner than hithertoe.

Dvorak made the points in his closing speech that extension of trade with
the capitalist world does not mean any increase in dependence on
capitalists and that previous interpretations of Lenin's teaching, as
favoring withdrawal from commercial relations with capitalists, have
been mistaken. The closing speech of Dolansky presented similar ideas.
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